
 

 

 

December 9, 2020 

Dear Members: 

RE: Indian Farmer Protests 

The South Asian Bar Association of British Columbia (“SABABC”) stands with the farmers of 
Punjab along with the millions of farmers across India peacefully protesting the Indian 
government's recent bills that aim to deregulate Indian agriculture. 

SABABC unequivocally condemns the actions of the Indian government in response to the 
farmers’ peaceful protests, particularly the Indian government’s use of roadblocks, tear gas, water 
cannons, and police brutality. We call on the Indian government to stop their acts of violence and 
engage in meaningful dialogue with farm leaders. The right to peacefully protest and freedom of 
expression are hallmarks of democracy and we implore the Indian government to respect these 
rights as the largest democracy in the world.  

As members of the legal profession it is our duty to advocate for the protection of the rights of all 
persons in a free and democratic society and to oppose suppression of those very same rights. 
Further, it is our duty to uphold and protect the rule of law which is integral to a free and democratic 
society. Among other things, the rule of law requires laws to be applied evenly, publicly, with 
clarity, and with stability. Further, it requires that all parties, be they government or private citizen, 
be held accountable under the rule of law. The government sanctioned attacks on peaceful 
protesters undermines the rule of law and the values on which a free and democratic society 
relies.  

As privileged members of the South Asian Bar in British Columbia we respect and recognize the 
years of hardship our ancestors and families have faced and continue to face in order to afford 
us the opportunities we have, similar to many minorities living across Canada. We are grateful for 
the opportunity to advocate on behalf of those that do not share the same privilege as us. We 
proudly stand with India’s farmers in asking the Indian government to work with its citizens to find 
solutions instead of participating in violence.   

Sincerely, 

 

SABABC Board of Directors 


